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III. Some Conjectures concerning the Pofitioa 
of the Colure in the ancient Sphere 5 com- 
municated in a Letter from the Rev d Ebe- 
nezer Latham, M. 2). and V. 2). M to Z)u 
Mortimer, Seer. R. S. 

SIR, 

2tor<*Nov.i8. TT Have an Opportunity of tranfmiting 
I742 ' X to y° u * Draught of the Conftella- 

tion Aries, as it was exadly copied by Dr. White, 
from a Book in the fine Library of your learned 
Uncle Samuel S under s> Efq; a worthy Member of the 
Royal Society. I do not know whether it may 
not be efteemed of fome Moment towards the deter- 
mining the famous Controverfy with refpedt to Sir 
Ifaac Newton's Chronology. Dr. Halley obferves *, 
That the Difpute is chiefly, Over what Part of the 
Back of Aries the Colure pafled. Sir Ifaac Newton 
" takes it to be over the Middle of the Conftellation > 
" C P. Souciet will have it, that it pafled over the Mid- 
" die of the c Dodecatemorion of Aries, which by 
a Confequence would make it pafs about Mid-way 
<c between the Rump and Firft of the Tail 5'' which 
Situation could never be faid to be over the Back : 
Whereas, if the Ring in this Cut [fee in the Tab. 
Fig. 1.] was defigned, as I apprehend, to image the 
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Colure in the ancient Sphere, itexa&ly anfwers Hip- 

parchus > sDc{cription—~ep $\ rZ erega xoAbow <pw\ xac3$ 
Tyjt^Tcc r&)Ta 3tctT« 9rAaT©«. and juftifks the Con- 
ftrudtion Sir jT/2z^ pat on thofe Words beyond 
Exception. The Sculptures from whence this was 
taken, have the Title of Aratsea, five Signa Coeleftia* 
in quibus Aftronomic£ Specul at tones Vet er urn ad Ar- 
ch ety pa vetuflijjimi Arat£orum Ctefaris Ger manic i 
Codicis (44) ob oculos ponuntur a Jacobo de Geyn ex 
Biblzoth. Acad. Lugd.Bat. AmfteL 1652.* 

As I have no Opportunity to confult the Original, 
it might give more Weight to the Account, if the 
Connoijfeurs of your learned Society could fupport 
the Engraver's Teftimony as to the great Antiquity of 
that. I will only beg Leave to obferve farther, that 
as this Catalogue begins with the ^Dracoy which the 
Ancients feem to place at the Head of their Con- 
ftellations > perhaps it may give fome Light into the 
Time of the Book of Job> as well as into the Senfe 
of that Place. For when he fays, Chap. xxvi. 13. 
By his Spirit he has gamijhed the Heavens 5 his 
Hand has formed the crooked Serpent 5 I fubmit it to 
the Judgment of the Critics, whether it is not highly 
probable the Writer muft have lived within that 
Period of Time wherein a Star of that Conftellation 
might pafs for the Polar Star : And then, if the 
Afterifms are fuppofed to be placed in fome fuch Or- 
der as here, the exprefs Mention that he only makes 



. * Hug, Grot ii Batavi Syntagma Arateorum: ex offic. Vlantin, 
4*0. See Germantim\ Interpretation, p. 35. the Figure of the Con- 
ftellation Aries, 
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of this, was fufficient to refer us to the whole Syftem 
or Furniture of the Heavens. But I am afraid I be : 
come tedious. I am 

Tour Illufirious Society's, 
and your mofi obedient \ 
Fiadcrn, July 8. 174^ humble Servant, 

E. Latham* 

IV* The Cafe of an Extraordinary Dropfy, 
communicated in a Letter from Tho. Shorty 
M 2>. to C. Mortimer, M. Z). See. R. S. 




Aug. 2. 1742. 
SIR. 

ReadKoY. 18. HpHE following Cafe being fome» 
I 74 i - J^ ^hat uncommon, perhaps it may 

not be wholly unworthy of your Notice. Laft Ja- 
nuary I was called to vifit a young Woman of Thirty 
Years of Age, who about Seven Years ago, had like 
a fevere Fit of the Stone in her Left Kidney, with 
all the common Symptoms of a Stone, but by fome 
Means recovered again. Three Years ago fhc had 
another Fit, but got better in a few Days ; though flie 
moftly complained of a dull Pain in that Place ever 
after. When I faw her, I found her Menfes had 
been very irregular and fmali fince her laft c Paroxyfin, 
and totally obflrufted fmce September *•> her Pulfe 
very fmall and quick, her Countenance pale and 
languid j a Pain at the Pit of her Stomach, towards 
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